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This newsletter provides an update on the Strathbogie Ranges Wind Farm project, located east of
Seymour.

Newsletters will be sent to everyone who registered and will also be available on our website. Please let
us know if you would like to be added to, or removed from the mailing list, or if you have friends or

family members who would like to be added.

Bushfire Recovery and Environmental Studies

This year has been tough for those affected by bushfires across the region. Many landholders involved in
the Strathbogie Ranges Wind project were directly affected. We were keen to support the community,
including the sourcing and delivering hay to affected farms and direct support through a $25,000

donation to the Strathbogie Disaster Relief Fund.

The resilience across the community has been remarkable, especially considering how challenging the

first half of this year has been for many people.

We've had a senior biologist from Biosis visit, and it was great to see how quickly parts of the landscape
were recovering, with pastures greening and new growth on the trees. Biosis is preparing the
methodology for the seasonal bird and bat studies, and we are working with them as they do that.

Looking after the local wildlife is part of responsible project management.

Seymour Alternative Farming Expo

We attended the Seymour Alternative Farming Expo at

Kings Park from Friday 17 April to Sunday 19 April.

It was great to meet members of the local community,
discuss the project, and hear directly from local

residents.
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Strathbogie Ranges Grid Stabilisation Project

The Strathbogie Ranges Wind Farm is investigating local grid stabilisation, which could help increase

energy reliability and strengthen the local electricity network across the western Strathbogie Ranges.

For many years, communities including
Euroa, Longwood, Strathbogie, Ruffy and
Highlands have experienced frequent power
outages due to constraints within the local
network. Working closely with AusNet and
government stakeholders, Fera is exploring
options to address these challenges through
a combination of renewable energy
generation, battery storage and targeted grid

upgrades.

Investigations currently include:
e Supplying electricity from project turbines directly into the local network at Euroa;
e Building a local battery to store energy and support the network during periods of peak
demand or outages; and
¢ Identifying upgrades that would improve the resilience and performance of the wider

electricity system.

These things could help provide more reliable year-round power to local communities while making

greater use of locally generated renewable energy.

The project remains in the investigation phase, and we look forward to sharing further information and

updated maps with the community as work progresses.
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Community

Communities across regional Australia were recently polled regarding their views on renewable
energy. A national survey of nearly 2,000 residents living in Renewable Energy Zones (REZs)
across NSW, Victoria and Queensland found:

o 62%—69% of regional residents support the shift to renewable energy

e Opposition remains at an average of 17% across all REZs

Many residents underestimated how supportive their own communities are — while 62%
personally support renewables, only 37% believe their community does. This “perception gap”

was consistent across all surveyed regions.

This lines up with what we heard locally at the Seymour Alternative Farming Expo in April. Of
those who completed our survey at the event, more than 70% were supportive of renewable
energy. Environmental considerations and Landcare initiatives were identified as the top

community priorities.

We’'ll keep meeting with landholders, neighbours, and community groups to discuss the project,
listen to feedback, and understand local priorities. Views vary across the community, and we’ll
keep providing clear information and opportunities to discuss various issues as the project

progresses.

Transmission Line Route Update

As you may know, we are proposing to use single pole transmission lines for our project and not the big
towers associated with some other projects — they would be around 40 metres tall. We have assessed
six different alignment options for the transmission line, gradually narrowing these to two options and
ultimately to one preferred alignment. This has taken a lot of time and effort, because getting it right is

important.
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We are now working with AusNet on an early draft plan for the main substation and switchyard to
connect the project to the grid. Below is the current layout showing the turbine area and the indicative

transmission alignment to the existing 330 kV lines south of Alexandra.

The Strathbogie Ranges Wind Farm has been under review for the last three years and predates the
recently released Victorian Renewable Energy Zone framework.

The Strathbogie Ranges Wind Farm would connect to the two existing 330 kV transmission lines

between Sydney and Melbourne and boost local electricity generation and storage.

We will continue to work with VicGrid and AEMO to make sure the project meets all relevant
requirements, including the Grid Impact Assessment process.
Euroa and the surrounding Strathbogie Ranges network have long experienced frequent blackouts due

to transmission constraints, which our project is expected to help fix.
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Community Information & Engagement

We know we need to work with the community so we can all get the best outcomes from this project.
Over the past 18 months, we’ve focused on making sure the transmission line options were worked
through properly. During this time, we have continued meeting with landholders and neighbours to
discuss potential alighments, listen to feedback, and consider ways to minimise visual and

environmental effects.

We have also continued participating in local forums, including Rotary meetings, Yea 2030 sessions, and
community programs in Wallan, Seymour and Alexandra. Our team remains in regular contact with CFA

representatives and local councils.

We are planning to host a community meeting soon, providing an opportunity for community members

to ask questions and discuss the project directly with the team.

As part of the project's ecological investigations, we will meet with the Technical Reference Group to

review the survey plan prepared by Biosis.

We are keen to organise a community day to revisit the local Cherry Tree Wind Farm for those

interested in seeing a wind farm up close.

We know landholders who lost homes in the bushfires are considering rebuilding, repairs, or future
property planning. We encourage those landholders to meet with us to discuss individual circumstances

and, where helpful, create a picture of how the wind farm might look from any potential house site.

)

Please contact us if you have any questions about the project.
AUSTRALIA «aas

Email: Info@feraaustralia.com.au F E R \
Phone: 0481 234 229

Facebook: @StrathbogieRangesWindFarm NATURE IS OUR POWER



